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What a year it’s been! By our count,
the MHLEC hosted 20 events in 2025,
with 34 speakers/presenters, some 700
program attendees and 3,000 library
visitors overall including a delegation
from the Swedish Jockey Club.

Library monthly presentations ran
the gamut of topics. We take a look back
at a selection of events that drew rave
reviews:

B A month-long exhibition Heart
of the Turf, The History of Black
Horsemen, in February was presented
in partnership with the Keeneland
Library. Roda Ferraro, Keeneland’s
library director who was instrumental
in the display’s creation, gave a talk
and presentation to kick off the exhibit.
Closing out Black History Month was a
talk on the “History and Impact of the
Bill Pickett Rodeo” - a traveling rodeo
celebrating and honoring Black cowboys
and cowgirls.

B In honor of the 150th running
of the Preakness Stakes, the film
The Preakness: An American Classic
was presented. Produced by former
Pimlico owner Karin DeFrancis for
the 125th anniversary of the race,
she and Eclipse Award-winning turf
writer John Scheinman provided post
film commentary and conversation on
the history of the race and their own
personal memories.

Continuing the anniversary
celebration, 1983 Preakness winning
jockey Don Miller Jr. was joined by
Bonita Farm’s William K. Boniface for
a look back at Deputed Testamony’s
memorable muddy-track victory after
a showing the ABC Sports broadcast
of the race. Preakness month was also
celebrated by an exhibit of historic
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Heart of the Turf exhibit and
talk — February 2025.

memorabilia, much of which was loaned
by Maryland horseman Jay Williamson.

B In recognition of the 40th
anniversary of the Maryland Million,
the late, great Jim McKay, who
conceived the event and brought it to
fruition, was honored. Thanks go out
to the McManus family for the loan of
memorabilia and to Harford Community
College for the wonderful Wider World
of Jim McKay exhibit panels.

B Author talks throughout the year
included Brien Bouyea from the National
Museum of Racing, who spoke as Editor
in Chief of the creation of The Racetracks
of America: From the Pre-Civil War Days
to the 21st Century, published by the
National Museum of Racing and Hall
of Fame in partnership with Keeneland
Library.

Historian Eliza McGraw visited in
April to discuss her newly released book,
Astride: Horses, Women and a Partnership
that Shaped America.

Prolific writers Alicia Stephens
Martin and Fran Severn provided insight

with a presentation titled Riders of a

Certain Age, which addressed ways to

stay connected with horses after one

gives up throwing a leg over the saddle.
In November, the MHLEC partnered

with the 2025 Equus Film and Arts

Fest and hosted the literature portion

of the event. A host of authors were

in attendance for the entire day in the

library, with talks given by Cheryl L.

Eriksen and Ronda Gregorio, authors of

Greyhound and Wild Heart, respectively.

The Howard and Sondra
Bender Educational Series

The 2025 series focused on equine
health and safety and were presented by
a range of experts in their fields on the
following topics:

B In Case of an Equine Emergency:
Emergency Preparedness for the Horse
Owner

B Bio-Security for Horses: What Does
That Look Like?

B Equine Dentistry, Bit and Bridle
Fitting

Thanks to Dr. Kathy Anderson, Dr.
Rachel Blakey, Dr. Andrew McClain, Dr.
Brooke Harper, Evie Hickman/Equine
Rescue Ambulance, P] Arnold, Karen
Clark, Pegeen Morgan and Ellen James
for generously donating their time.

We're in the Newsl!

WBAL and WMAR 2 television
stations came out to cover our
Black History Month exhibit and
programming. The Plaid Horse Plaidcast
crew recorded an episode of their
nationally broadcast podcast, and the
Baltimore Afro-American and Lancaster
Farming newspapers sent reporters for
library features.
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