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Celebration with an equine air

The Maryland Horse Library & 
Education Center was decked out during 
the holiday season. Horses mingled 
with the Christmas and Hanukkah 
decorations found sprinkled throughout 
the library, display areas and meeting 
room. A six-foot lighted Christmas tree 
trimmed totally with equine ornaments 
brightened the front entryway. 

Two collections were on display 
during the month of December. The 
equine ornaments were loaned by 
the Maryland Horse Foundation’s 
Maryanna Skowronski, who has been 
collecting “horsey” ornaments for over 
30 years. “I was happy to have the 
opportunity to display them,” she said. 
“I’ve never wanted to replace all the 
family heirloom ornaments on my home 
tree, so this was the first time I’ve seen 
the entire collection out at one time.” 

A whimsical and fascinating 
collection of toys and games took over 
the main gallery, many supplied by 
breeder/owner Jay Williamson, who 
stepped up to the plate with the loan of 
his large collection of flat racing games. 
Amassed over years of auction-going, 
the earliest game, “Jerome Park,” dates 
to the late 1890s. Jay is a great Library 
supporter. He loaned his Preakness 
poster collection to us for our 2025 
Preakness 150 celebration. 

Michael Finney’s YOICKS! 
gallery loaned foxhunting games and 
Britain’s lead foxhunting figures, as 
well steeplechase games and figures. 
(Michael’s grandfather, Humphrey S. 
Finney, was the founding editor of The 
Maryland Horse, now Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred.) 

We’re sure that many of the games 
and toys we displayed were found 

underneath numerous Christmas trees in 
the past. 

Some 90 plus visitors stopped in 
for our open house on Friday, Dec. 19, 
where they enjoyed the displays, holiday 
treats, and a visit with Santa. One of 
Santa’s elves came in the guise of Oliver, 
Full Moon Farm’s miniature horse 
ambassador, dressed in his Christmas 
finest. Main Street passersby honked, 

waved and even pulled over to the curb 
for a car-side meet and greet. 

Reisterstown resident Sharon A.H. 
May loaned her miniature replica of 
Ladew Topiary Garden’s manor house 
oval library for display, while authors 
Josh Pons and Carol Fox were on hand 
to sign copies of their books, Letters 
from Country Life and Three Gallant 
Hearts. 

December events at the 
Library include (clockwise 

from top left): Jay Williamson 
with his collection; foxhunting 
games loaned by YOICKS!;  
Carol Fox (right) on hand at 

the Open House; and, of 
course, Santa and Oliver.

Farmers Fair

Mid-January saw MHLEC and 
Maryland Horse Breeders 

Association staff and MHBA and 
MHF board member Tim Clark at the 
Baltimore County Agricultural Center’s 
Farmers Fair, where they chatted with 
attendees, promoted library events and 
explained the importance of the horse 
industry to Maryland’s economy.

Marylanders at Aintree

A n exciting event is being planned –  
Marylanders and the English Grand 

National. The evening will be a tribute 
to three of Maryland’s most famous 
steeplechase horses: Aintree winners 
Billy Barton, Jay Trump and *Ben 
Nevis II. Tentatively scheduled for late 
March, the event will feature race films 
and speakers. Memorabilia will be on 
display throughout the month. Visit 
MarylandHorse.com/library for details.
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In Memoriam
Suzan Harmon Stephenson

Suzan Stephenson, longtime 
curator of the Selima Room at the 
Prince George’s County Memorial 
Library System’s Bowie Branch, 
which contained information about 
horseracing history, passed away 
Dec. 8 at the age of 78 in Adelphi, 
Md. 

Born in Hartford, Conn., 
Stephenson earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English from Bates College 
in Lewiston, Maine, and graduated 
with a master’s degree in library 
science from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison. She started 
her library career at the Bowie 
Branch in 1971, where she remained 
until her retirement in 2017. 

Fascinated by horses, especially 
Thoroughbreds and racing, she 
oversaw one of the few horseracing 
and breeding libraries housed in 
a public library in the country. 
When the Bowie Branch underwent 
renovations in the mid-2010s, the 
vast collection was donated to the 
MHLEC. Most is now found on the 
shelves in the Library. 

Stephenson was a longtime 
member of the Bowie Heritage 
Committee and volunteered at the 
Belair Stable Museum.

In lieu of gifts of consolation, 
her family requests that donations 
be made to the Maryland Horse 
Foundation, 321 Main Street, 
Reisterstown, MD 21136.

To join online, visit MarylandHorse.com/library 

Maryland Horse
LIBRARY
& Education cEntEr

Help honor and promote the culture of 
horses in Maryland through support of 

learning and collaboration opportunities, 
ensuring a diverse and thriving industry far 

into the future–

Become a member!

Considering membership with the Maryland Horse Library and Education Center. 
Member support enables us to offer informative public programming in the form 

of special exhibits, educational events, author talks and film presentations. 
The Maryland Horse Library and Education Center is a vital repository, preserving Maryland’s equine 

heritage and history. By joining as a member at any level you are helping to maintain our very special 
collection of books, photos, film and audio recordings, and memorabilia for the generations to come.

Collection Highlights
FFebruary is Black History Month, and 

the MHLEC has a growing collection 
of books and materials recognizing the 
contributions of Black Americans to the 
horse world. 

Late historian Edward Hotaling 
routinely addressed topics related 
to Black America and horse racing. 
MHLEC has three of his books on the 
shelves – The Great Black Jockeys: 
The Lives and Times of the Men Who 
Dominated America’s First National 
Sport; Wink: The Incredible Life and 
Epic Journey of Jimmy Winkfield, and 
They’re Off! Horse racing at Saratoga. 

Self-published titles include Henry 
Peden Jr.’s African American Horsemen, 
Harford County, Maryland; Serena G. 
Mills’ Pimlico: The history of old Park 
Heights and old Hilltop, book two; and 
Alvin Stone’s Stoney: The Story of My 
Dad’s Life, An African American Groom 
of Horse Racing. 

A more recent title is The first 
Kentucky Derby: Thirteen Black jockeys, 
one shady owner, and the little red horse 
that wasn’t supposed to win, by Mark 
Shrager, published in 2023. 

Legendary jockey Isaac Murphy 
is the subject of two books, including 

Katherine C. Mooney’s Isaac Murphy: 
The Rise and Fall of a Black Jockey,  
also published in 2023.

Thoroughbred racing isn’t the only 
subject matter. Kareem Rosser’s Crossing 
the Line: A Fearless Team of Brothers 
and the Sport That Changed Their Lives 
Forever, follows Philadelphians Rosser 
and his brothers as they become polo 
champions.   

The Library also houses numerous 
vertical files with clippings and material 
on various subjects, many from the 
collection of the former Bowie Library’s 
Selima Room.


