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No winter doldrums at the Library

Ice, Ice Baby. That was the theme for 
most of February as results of the late 
January storm lingered on, and on, and 
on. However, the inclement weather 
didn’t keep Library supporters away.

Kicking off the Lunar Year of the 
Horse and America’s 250th birthday 
year was our rescheduled January 
monthly Maryland Horse Library 
& Education Center presentation, 
originally intended for the day after 
the snow. Postponed to the following 
Monday, Feb. 2, some 20-plus hardy 
souls braved the cold to come out for 
a showing of the Rubicon Productions 
film Racing the Times. Released in 2015 
and making its premiere at Baltimore’s 
Senator Theater, the film chronicles the 
history of the sport of horse racing in 
Maryland and features interviews with 
historians and many of those directly 
connected to the sport in the state. 

The film’s producer, Drew Perkins, 
was on hand to give the audience some 
background on the film’s production, 
which included numerous historical 
reenactments, as well as relate a few 
tricks of the film trade. Did anyone 

know that the Annapolis Subscription 
Plate trophy as seen in the film was a 
plastic bowl with handles added and 
painted silver? If you missed our event, 
stop into the Library as the film is 
available for viewing during the week.

Gifts support the Foundation

Regular library supporter Susan Osborn 
made the trip from Harford County 

with a large donation of books. The 
MHLEC is very appreciative of the many 
people who stop in to make donations 
toward our collection. 

In the case of duplicate or higher 
numbers of copies of a title, the extra 
volumes are placed on our sale cart, 
with proceeds going into our collection 
maintenance or programs. 

Plans are underway to host another 
book and art sale this May. Stay tuned for 
details on the upcoming event.

Meetings at the Library

V arious groups utilize Library 
resources every month. Early winter 

visitors included a student group from 
Oldfields School’s equine program who 
made a short field trip to research topics 
for a school assignment. 

The Glyndon Women’s Club spent 
a morning discussing their latest read, 
which happened to be Geraldine Brooks’ 
novel Horse. 

Franklin High School students 
returned to record another episode of 
their “Frankly-ly Speaking” podcast series 
in the Robert T. Manfuso Media Room. 

The Baltimore County Kennel Club 
and My Lady’s Manor Driving Club, both 

regular supporters of the MHLEC, each 
held winter meetings. 

Out and About 

The Maryland State Legislative Session 
convened Jan. 14, and the Maryland 

Horse Foundation was well represented 
at several functions. Staff attended the 
Maryland Farm Bureau Legislative 
Breakfast, Taste of Maryland Agriculture 
night and Maryland Tourism Day to give 
faces to Maryland’s horse industry. 

We’ll be back in Annapolis  
March 25 for “Rural Maryland Day”  
at Lawyers Mall, meeting with legislators 
and staffers and spreading the word on 
the importance of horses and the horse 
industry.



2

Board of Directors 
Joseph P. Pons, Jr. 

 President
James B. Steele, Jr. 

Vice President
Katharine M. Voss  

Secretary/Treasurer
J. William Boniface
William K. Boniface

Tim Clark
Ann Merryman
Michael Pons
Adair B. Stifel
Dan Tordjman

Ned Worthington

Advisory Committee
Michael J. Harrison, DVM

321 Main Street 
Reisterstown, Maryland 21136 

410.252.2100
MarylandHorse.com To join online, visit MarylandHorse.com/library 

Maryland Horse
LIBRARY
& Education cEntEr

Help honor and promote the culture of 
horses in Maryland through support of 

learning and collaboration opportunities, 
ensuring a diverse and thriving industry far 

into the future–

Become a member!

Considering membership with the Maryland Horse Library and Education Center. 
Member support enables us to offer informative public programming in the form 

of special exhibits, educational events, author talks and film presentations. 
The Maryland Horse Library and Education Center is a vital repository, preserving Maryland’s equine 

heritage and history. By joining as a member at any level you are helping to maintain our very special 
collection of books, photos, film and audio recordings, and memorabilia for the generations to come.

Marylanders and Aintree

AA special joint fundraiser 
will be held at the Library on 
Monday, March 23, as we 
look back at the history of 
Marylanders and the English 
Grand National at Aintree. 

The evening event will be 
a meet-and-greet with those 
who have special connections 
to Maryland’s three great 
steeplechase horses who 
“crossed the pond” to 
compete in one of the toughest and most 
famous jumping races in the world.

Howard Bruce’s Billy Barton, Mary 
Stephenson’s Jay Trump and Redmond 
Stewart’s *Ben Nevis II will be featured 
with film footage of their races and 
remarks and stories from those whose 
families were directly connected to them. 

This is a ticketed event which benefits the Maryland Horse 
Foundation and Land Preservation Trust. Reservations are required. 
For information contact Maryanna@MarylandThoroughbred.com.

Clockwise from above: 
Billy Barton (far right) fights 
his way over the last fence 

in 1928 before finishing 
second; 1980 winner *Ben 

Nevis II and Charlie Fenwick; 
celebrations for Jay Trump 

and Tommy Smith in 1965. 


