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Aintree Memories

A sellout crowd of 70-plus converged on
the Maryland Horse Library on Monday,
March 23, to celebrate Maryland’s three
great Maryland Hunt Cup and English
Grand National competitors —Billy
Barton, Jay Trump and *Ben Nevis II.
Emcee Joe Davies came well prepared
and performed his usual knowledgeable
and always entertaining job of hosting
and interviewing the presenters.

One of the highlights of the
program was the appearance of retired
English steeplechase jockey and British
racing commentator Richard Pitman.
Pitman was live via video from England
and reminisced about his days in the
stable yard of Jay Trump’s trainer Fred
Winter.

Charlie Fenwick spoke about his
grandfather Howard Bruce’s horse, Billy
Barton, while Jay Griswold regaled the
audience with his recollections of Charlie

Fenwick’s win aboard *Ben Nevis.

Hearing inside stories from Pitman
about Jay Trump’s rider Tommy Smith in
the English shedrow, Fenwick’s attempts
to keep *Ben Nevis engaged while well
in front, and Griswold’s adventures
attending the race won by Americans,
were enjoyable and enlightening.

The audience viewed films of all
three horses’ Grand National runs and
cheered as if the races were live!

Left, Charlie Fenwick and emcee Joe Davies
entertained the audience and answered
questions. Live from England, Richard Pitman
(above) spoke on Jay Trump and Tommy Smith.

The event was a joint fundraiser for
the Maryland Horse Foundation and the
Land Preservation Trust.

Thanks go out to the event sponsors
St. George’s Society of Baltimore,
Bowerbird Vintage, Santoni’s, Maryland
Center for History and Culture, Gala
Cloths and YOICKS!

On any given day you can be sure

that someone will walk through the
door with a donation, a question or out
of simple curiosity.
B Library member Suzanne Graves
drove down from Chester County
in Pennsylvania to drop off a book
donation, then stayed to watch the
film Just Crazy About Horses, a 1978
documentary which features her
hometown area of Unionville and lots of
the horse people she knew.

B Bobby Wise gifted a collection of Alibi
Breakfast programs donated in memory

Visitors

of his late friend Arnie Cohen, who had
collected them.

B Cynthia and Coley Blind continue

to bring in mementos from Coley’s

long career, and those of his family,

on the track. Coley’s father Eddie

was an assistant starter for the famed
match race between Seabiscuit and

War Admiral in the 1938 Pimlico
Special and was the official starter for
Maryland’s Thoroughbred tracks for 35
years, starting in 1947. Coley worked
in many positions at the track, from
assistant starter and starter, to paddock,
patrol and placing judge, to horse

identifier, to stakes coordinator until

he retired in 2020. Among treasures
added to the MHLEC collection were
numerous programs from defunct tracks,
and photographs of the evolution of

the starting gate, which include his
father, and which has spurred interest

in featuring an article for a future
magazine.

B Robin Wyman came in seeking
information on Bacon Hall Farm, where
she had spent years riding. Her visit
coincided with that of sculptor Peggy
Kauffman, which resulted in reminiscing
about earlier days.
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Upcoming Library Events

0 BookStle
& ART-MART

-

As a lead-in to Preakness Week, the
Library will host its annual Book

Sale & Art Mart, Thursday, May 7

through Saturday, May 9, from 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m.

B The next Howard and Sondra Bender

Educational Series seminar, on Thursday,

June 11 from 4 to 6 p.m., will focus

on “Conservation Resources for Horse
Farms,” addressing such topics as soil
conservation and water quality planning,
best management practices (bmps) and
financial assistance.

M In celebrating America 250, racing
historian Donald Walsh will talk about
Maryland’s early days of racing from the
time before the arrival of the country’s
first Thoroughbred to the pre-Civil war
era. “From Selima to Skinner, Horse
Racing in Early Maryland and America,
1740-1840,” will be presented on
Monday, June 22 at 6 p.m.

Learn about Selima, Post Boy, and
the Great Match Race of 1823. Gain a
better understanding of the origins of
the Thoroughbred breed and how the
format of flat racing has changed over
the course of two and a half centuries in
America.

MHLEC makes a

connection with
state librarians

The Maryland Horse Foundation staff
accepted an invitation to speak to
Maryland Association of Public Libraries
Administrators members at their annual
meeting, this year held April 17 in
Hagerstown. It was an opportunity

to introduce the MHLEC to 40-plus
attendees representing public libraries
from around the state.

Maryland Horse Breeders
Association executive director Cricket
Goodall, MHLEC library manager
Cindy Deubler and Maryland Horse
Foundation director of programming
and development Maryanna Skowronski
made the trip.

Goodall gave a brief presentation
about the economic impact of
Maryland’s horse industry and the
creation and support of the library
space. Deubler covered the background
of the MHLEC collection, its early
organization and what materials are
available. Skowronski closed with
information on the wide variety of
programming and exhibits that are
held throughout the year. Remarks

ensuring a diverse and thriving industry far
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were supported by a slide presentation
which gave attendees an overview of the
building, grounds, collections, programs
and events. Questions were taken at the
end of the session and new connections
were made in an effort to share library
content.

We were pleased to receive a very
complimentary email message the next
week from Elizabeth Hulett, Director of
the Western Maryland Regional Library,
in which she stated the we “certainly
added to the value of the day.”

Have something to donate?

We're always looking for pieces of
Maryland’s horse history.
Contact
cdeubler@marylandthoroughbred.com
to schedule an appointment
to review your artifacts.
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