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Library hosts visitors  
from far and wide 

Winston Churchill is often quoted as 
having said that “A polo handicap is a 
passport to the world.” We would argue 
that an interest in horses in general is a 
passport to the world as continues to be 
proven at the Maryland Horse Library. 

A little over a month after the 
“Americans and Aintree” event 
livestreamed from England, diplomatic 
relations continued at the library in late 
April as we hosted a delegation from 
the European Union for a luncheon 
stop April 30 on their two-day tour of 
Maryland’s horse country. 

Organized by the Maryland Horse 
Industry Board, EU and Embassy 
delegates hailed from Portugal, 
Ireland, France and the Netherlands. 
They were joined by representatives 
from the Maryland Department 
of Agriculture, Maryland Racing 
Commission, Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association (MHBA), Maryland Office 

Maryland Horse Farm Tour

The second Preakness Festival Horse 
Farm Tour took place once again 

on Mother’s Day, May 10, and the 
Maryland Horse Library was a stop on 
the tour. 

Visitors were interested in learning 
about the horse industry in Maryland 
and what we do here at the MHLEC. 

The tour itself had over 2,000 
registrations. Reports from various 
tour stops cited seeing several hundred 
visitors at some venues. 

The Weinberg Garden

Ahidden gem at the library is the 
Weinberg Garden. Generously 

sponsored by the Carroll A. Weinberg 
M.D. and Charlotte Cohen Weinberg 
Foundation, the Weinberg Garden is 
dedicated to the memory of Ben and 
Zelda Cohen. 

The greenspace is part garden and 
part mini-park and features walking 
paths and rustic seating under a tree-
lined canopy. 

Stop by to eat a picnic lunch, bird 
watch, read a book, or simply sit and 
recharge your batteries. 

of the Secretary of State, Maryland 
Agricultural Preservation Foundation 
(MALPF), Cloverleaf Standardbred 
Owners Association, Rosecroft Raceway, 
Maryland Million, The Mill, Maryland 
Horse Foundation (MHF), Maryland 
Horse Industry Board and The Maryland 
Jockey Club.

While at the library, delegation 
members learned about the work of the 
MHBA and MHF and were given a brief 
overview of Maryland’s racing and horse 
history, including international racing 
at Laurel during the Washington, D.C., 
International. 

The Dutch representatives told us 
that in preparation for the visit they 
themselves learned that the Netherlands’ 
second biggest export is horses. 

This is the second year the library 
has hosted an official foreign delegation. 
Last year members of the Swedish 
Jockey Club visited for a pre-Preakness 
luncheon.

• Missy Bolton Robiglio, her 
daughter Arianna and son-in-law Ubaldo 
stopped in while on a visit to the States 
from their home in Florence, Italy. 

• Alan Bolton and his daughter Lily 
paid a visit while in town from Hawaii. 
Lily’s daughter participates in rodeo and 
competes in breakaway, the women’s 
version of calf roping. Relatives of the 
late steeplechase owner Perry Bolton, all 
were in town for a family reunion.

• Chenna Anizoba and her daughter 
Adella stopped in. Chenna had attended 
the International School in England and 
played polo while a student there.

p57-58, 202606LibraryNewsletter.indd   1p57-58, 202606LibraryNewsletter.indd   1 5/22/26   5:16 PM5/22/26   5:16 PM



2

I

Board of Directors 
Joseph P. Pons, Jr. 

 President
James B. Steele, Jr. 

Vice President
Katharine M. Voss  

Secretary/Treasurer
J. William Boniface
William K. Boniface

Tim Clark
Ann Merryman
Michael Pons
Adair B. Stifel
Dan Tordjman

Ned Worthington

Advisory Committee
Michael J. Harrison, DVM

321 Main Street 
Reisterstown, Maryland 21136 

410.252.2100
MarylandHorse.com To join online, visit MarylandHorse.com/library 

Maryland Horse
LIBRARY
& Education cEntEr

Help honor and promote the culture of 
horses in Maryland through support of 

learning and collaboration opportunities, 
ensuring a diverse and thriving industry far 

into the future–

Become a member!

Considering membership with the Maryland Horse Library and Education Center. 
Member support enables us to offer informative public programming in the form 

of special exhibits, educational events, author talks and film presentations. 
The Maryland Horse Library and Education Center is a vital repository, preserving Maryland’s equine 

heritage and history. By joining as a member at any level you are helping to maintain our very special 
collection of books, photos, film and audio recordings, and memorabilia for the generations to come.

Upcoming Library Events 

J une has a packed calendar, with three 
talks scheduled during the month. 
• “Conservation Resources for 

Horse Farms” will address such topics 
as Soil Conservation & Water Quality 
Planning, Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) and Financial Assistance. 
Whether you manage a small paddock 
or a large facility, here are practical tools 
to improve your farm’s productivity 
and protect natural resources. Presented 
jointly by the MHLEC, Baltimore 
County Soil Conservation District, 
Horse Outreach Workgroup, Maryland 
Department of Agriculture, UMd 
Extension and the Maryland Horse 
Industry Board. 
Thursday, June 11, 4 to 6 p.m.

• The next Howard and Sondra 
Bender Educational Series seminar is 
“Farm and Estate Succession Planning 
for Equine Property Owners and 
Others,” on Thursday, June 25 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Walk through the key legal and 
practical components of building a 
successful estate and farm succession 
plan in Maryland. Using real-world 
examples and common family scenarios, 
learn why planning matters, what 
happens without a plan, and how 
different legal tools, such as wills, trusts, 

business entities, easements, and powers 
of attorney, can be used to meet family 
and farm goals. 

The focus will be on keeping 
farmland in the family, balancing 
on-farm and off-farm heirs, tax 

considerations, and the importance of 
improving family communication during 
the estate planning process. Attendees 
will leave with a clearer understanding 
of available tools, common pitfalls, and 
when to revisit and revise an estate plan. 

 “From Selima to 
Skinner, Horse Racing 
in Early Maryland and 
America, 1740-1840” 

In celebrating America 250, racing historian Donald Walsh will be in the library 
on the evening of Monday, June 22, starting at 6 p.m., to talk about Maryland’s 
early days of racing, from the time before the arrival of the country’s first 
Thoroughbred to the pre-Civil war era. Learn about Selima, Post Boy, and the 
Great Match Race of 1823, and gain a better understanding of the origins of 
the Thoroughbred breed and how the format of flat racing has changed over the 
course of two and a half centuries in America. 

Visit the library in late June and July to see a special display depicting the 
era.
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