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Celebrating 250 years of 
American horse history

In celebration of America’s 250th birthday, the MHLEC will 
display books, prints, art, maps and more to showcase the 
influence and importance of horses over the centuries. 

The MHLEC’s Willow Oaks Stable Gallery hosts “From 
Selima to Skinner: Horse Racing in Early Maryland & 
America, 1740-1840” through the end of July. The exhibit 
features framed prints from racing periodicals of the mid-
1800s as well as original titles from our own expansive 
library collection. 

Several of the items on display are on loan from the 
collection of early racing historian Donald Walsh. Our 
thanks go out to him.

Visit the library to browse through titles going back into 
the 1800s. See how horse care and management has changed, 
what was veterinary care like 250 years ago, how has 
equipment advanced. Take a walk through horse history!

We Get Books

From the time it was announced that 
plans were in the works for the 

establishment of the Maryland Horse 
Library & Education Center, our facility 
has been blessed with an abundance of 
support. Our initial collection continues 
to grow thanks to the many generous 
donations of books, films and ephemera 
that are offered to us. The 5,000 plus 
volumes on our shelves represent single 
copies of each title in our collection. 
Duplicate, or “backup” copies are kept 
off site. So, what happens to the books 
offered to us above that?

When donations come in, we advise 
the donors of our two-copy procedure 
with the addendum that better copies 
are sometime swapped for ones on the 
shelf that have perhaps been a bit more 
“loved.” The extra books are collected 

throughout the year and added to our 
annual Book & Art Sale fundraiser. The 
sale is held the week before Preakness 
week. This year, MHLEC members had 
the opportunity of attending a preview 
evening on Wednesday, with the sale 
opened to the public Thursday through 
Saturday. The event is a fundraiser with 
proceeds going toward support of the 
collection and library programs

But It’s Not Just About Books!

May saw our first mini-art exhibit. 
Artist Sam Fielding (pictured), 

who spent time in Maryland exercising 
racehorses for local steeplechase trainers, 
loaned three of her works. Fielding now 
makes her home in upstate New York – 
when asked if she still rides, she replied: 

“If you can’t ride in Maryland, why ride 
anyplace else.” 

The equestrian bronzes of 
sculptor Peggy Kauffman and a lovely 
Chincoteague pony portrait by Lisa Noel 
Mangione were also featured. The group 
was rounded out by Sam Robinson’s 
backside paintings of the “Big T” 
(Timonium).
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Help honor and promote the culture of 
horses in Maryland through support of 

learning and collaboration opportunities, 
ensuring a diverse and thriving industry far 

into the future–

Become a member!

Considering membership with the Maryland Horse Library and Education Center. 
Member support enables us to offer informative public programming in the form 

of special exhibits, educational events, author talks and film presentations. 
The Maryland Horse Library and Education Center is a vital repository, preserving Maryland’s equine 

heritage and history. By joining as a member at any level you are helping to maintain our very special 
collection of books, photos, film and audio recordings, and memorabilia for the generations to come.

Preakness Watch Party

FFor those who couldn’t go to Laurel for 
the Preakness, the MHLEC offered a fun 
alternative.

On Preakness Day, May 16, the 
library was host to the Preakness Watch 
Party. The late afternoon event was a 
celebration of everything Preakness! 

Banners, posters, silks, and a 
variety of other Preakness and Pimlico 
memorabilia provided the décor. Food 
and libations, including a “make your 
own” Black-eyed Susan bar, sustained 
party goers, who gathered around 
two big screen televisions to watch the 
undercard and feature race broadcast.

Over 30 attendees dressed in festive 
attire – there were racing fans as well as 
those new to the sport. One couple was 
especially happy to be there as they had 
packed up their television in preparation 
for a move to Australia. 

Preakness-winning jockey Donnie 
Miller was on hand to talk about his 
racing experience aboard 1983 winner 
Deputed Testamony. We were also 
pleased to welcome Ms. Wheelchair 
Maryland, Carla Cobbs. 

The undercard races included 
drawings for free books, and raffle 
tickets were sold to support the library. 

p57-58, 202607LibraryNewsletter.indd   2p57-58, 202607LibraryNewsletter.indd   2 6/19/26   7:08�PM6/19/26   7:08�PM


